
teach i ng
Tolerance

a project of the southern poverty law center
www.tolerance.org

upper grades activity

k 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Biases in Exposure to Pollution in Massachusetts
Study each of the four graphs below. In the space below each graph, write a sentence that summarizes in 
words what the graph shows.

Graph 1: Exposure to Chemical Releases According to Income
Class Biases to Exposure from Chemical Releases
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Graph 2: Exposure to Hazardous Waste Sites According to Income
Class Biases to Exposure from Hazardous Waste Sites
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Graph 3: Exposure to Hazardous Waste Sites According to Race
Racial Biases to Exposure from Hazardous Waste Sites
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Graph 4: Exposure to Chemical Releases According to Race
Racial Biases to Exposure from Chemical Releases
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*Data is from Massachusetts

Adapted from: Unequal Exposure to Ecological Hazards 2005: Environmental Injustices in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts  
<www.barrfoundation.org/usr_doc/Unequalexposurefullreport2005.pdf > 
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